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CALENDAR OF JOYABAJ*

Pedro Pefia Ortega

Among the indigenous people, very few currently possess
knowledge of the science of their ancestors; the majority are
immersed in ignorance, both regarding their own native
civilization and the one imposed by the conquerors.

Such is the case with the calendar here in Joyabaj, as only the
sorcerers (ajitz) and the diviners (ajij) possess knowledge of it,
due to special circumstances, since they use it to carry out
costumbres (traditional rituals), as these rites are commonly
called. The diviner, in his practices, aims exclusively to do good,
unlike the sorcerer, whose inclination is to do harm. The former
worships the sun and the moon as gods (K’ta Ij and Kcha Ic:
Father Sun and Mother Moon). He holds beliefs related to owls,
the barn owl, the wildcat, and the pich (a bird named after its
call, which is an onomatopoeic sound), because they

* Joyabaj: Municipality in the department of Quiché. Approximately 304 km?
and 25,000 inhabitants. Its original name is Xolabaj (from xol, between, and
abaj, stone): between the stones.
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are believed to foretell illness and, at times, even death. It is
believed that when a xara (bird) lands on a tree inthe yard, itis a
sign that a friend will soon visit, just like when the fire makes
noise. When a dog digs the earth, it means that someone is going
to die, and it becomes necessary to consult the diviner so that
he may perform the test and determine who the victim will be,
and to counteract the effect. When performing the test, the
diviner states that animals are messengers who announce what
is going to happen due to the rituals the sorcerers are
performing in the hills on behalf of enemies who want to do
harm, for which they burn tolpol. As a result of this harm, a
husband may have difficulties with his wife, his chucho (dog)
may die, or his hen, his coch (pig), or even a relative might die.
The testis performed by the diviner at his home, in the presence
of the person making the inquiry. The materials consist of 60 pito
seeds (Uba tzité); he places them in groups of four, forming 15
groups. With these red "little beans," as they are also called,
arranged in this way, the diviner begins to recite the days of the
month, which are twenty, according to the calendar.

Before beginning the test, he asks for the name of the person
concerned, who must be present, and tells them what they must
do during the ritual, depending on whether the person is male or
female. He requires the person to confess and makes them
acknowledge all the wrong they have done in order to purify their
soul. They drink aguardiente (a type of strong liquor) to please
the gods of the mountains, the air, the ravines, the roads, etc. He
affirms that midnight has its guards (gendarmes), who manifest
through noises or visions (apparitions).

The test can be done on any day and at any time, and once is
enough. In this ritual, the diviner invokes nature in the following
way: "Rech ebek itzel rajauxic chi kpe lar miul, lar sutz, lar
teu, lar cki, lar chmil, lar coprcan, las muj, lar caj, lar ij, las
ic, lar beya, lar ja, lar suan, las jop, lar mesmul, lar sacguach,
lar rdxap, lar xmun, lar jip Chixilic, Ixtelom, Chojlonikij, Uxip
Cruz, Chi Aj, Puitzil, Choxil, Pxtup, Chosabic, Chotuij,
Chuikimkij. Rajauxic chi kpé ingiel choop chapcha guch,
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mzat, imulyingiel tziquin." Translated into English, it expresses
the following: "In order for the evil to go away, the mist must
come, the clouds, the cold, the wind, the stars, the tremors, the
shadows, the sky, the sun, the moon, the ravines, the rivers, the
cliffs, the drizzle, the hail, the dew, the hurricanes, the
mountains (places in Joyabaj, such as: Chixilik, place of the chile
cricket), the cutete (a lizard-like reptile), the place of the staff,
over the cricket, the place of the cricket, the place of the
quejque, the place for laying down, the place of the temascal
(traditional steam bath), the place of the horse’s pasture. It is
necessary for all the animals to come, like the tacuazin
(opossum), the deer, the rabbit, and all the birds."

The first 20 days make up the first month of the year; they form
the foundation, as they are the elements used to build the
subsequent months through a series of combinations until
completing the year, which, according to this calendar, consists
of thirteen (13) months of 20 days each, since the new year
begins with the first day, known as Jun Batz’.

This calendaris made up of terms from various dialects, many
of which are shared, indicating that it originates from a common
ancestral language, such as Maya-K’iche’. This phenomenon
can also be observed in the Romance languages.

CALENDAR
FIRST MONTH
TS AAY. it e e e Jun Batz
2NA AY.iiiiiiiiiiiieie e ea e Kiep e
Brd day.cu e e Uxip aj
LN d g W = | APPSR Kijap
BIh day.cec i e Jop Tziquin
BTh day..e i e Guaquip ajmak
ZEN dAY. e e Ucup noj
BT day.ceu i Guaxquip tijax

S 14 o o - Y A USRS Veljep Kaguc
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110140 1o =Y AN Ljuj ajpu

I 1 g e F= Yt Junljuj imox
J 24 g o = Y AN Capljuj i

J G4 g o = Y N Oxlujuj abal
TATR Yo s Jun cat
15th dAY.cee e Kiep can
JIS 14 g 1o =N Uxip camé
I 1 g W £ Y AU kijap kij
T8I daY.ceuiieiii e e eeae Jop anil
L1 1o = /PN Guagquip toj
20Th dAY..eieeeiii it et Ucup tz'i

TS AAY. i eee e Guaxquip batz
2N Y.ttt et eee e eeae e e Veljep e

BrA dAY.euieie i ee e e e Ljuj aj

8 { o W = | AN Junluj ix

BN dAY e e Capljuj tziquin
(10 g 1o = )Y RN Oxlujuj ajmak
41 g e - )R Jun noj

BT daY.ceeiieiieiie e Kiep tijax

S 11 0 o - Y AR Uxip kaguc
TOth dAY.ceeeeiiee e Kijap ajpu
TN dAY. e Jop imox

T2tN dAY. e Guaquip i
T3t day.ceeeiie e Ucup abal
TATh daY.ceieeiii e e Guaxquip cat
15t day.ceieeie e Veljep can
LS4 e = N Ljuj camé
178N Ay Junluj kij

T8t day.ccuiiiiiiii e e Capljuj anil
TOth day.cce e Oxlujuj toj

24014 g o b)Y Juntz'i
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THIRD MONTH

LK1 9e = ) Kiep batz
2Nd QY. Uxip e

K] o I £V AN Kijap aj

8 | o W = | N Jop ix

L) 4 g o = )/ Guaquip tziquin
Bt dAY..ceee e Ucup ajmac
A5 11 F= ) S Guaxquip noj
BIh day.ce i e Veljep tijax

S 11 g o - Y AP P PPN Ljuj kaguc
TOth daY.ceeeeei e eaes Junluj ajpu
TIth dAY.eeeee e e eee e Capljujimox
T2th daY.ceee e et Oxlujuj i

T3th day. e e Jun abal

TATh dAY.ceeeeiiieiee e e e eeeee e Kiep cat

TE5th daY.ceee e e eee e Uxip can
Tt daY.cee i Kijap camé
17t dAY. e Jop Kij

18t day.ceeeeeiiiiiee e Guaquip anil
LS 14 0 1o = )Y N Ucup toj
20th Ay e e Guaquip tz'i

RS W £ YRR Veljep batz

24 o Vo o b=V AN Ljuje

Brd day.cu e e e Junluj aj

L { oI o £ YN Capljuj ix

Bth daAY.ee e Oxeljuj tziquin
BTh day..ciieiee e Jun ajmak

7N dAY. i e e Kiep noj

BIh day..cieniiiii e Uxip tijax

S 14 0 o - Y AP RRPN Kijap kaguc
L0 1o = Jop ajpu

T Ay e Guaquip imox
L7 g I o = Ucup i

T3th day.cceen i Guaxquip abal
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TATh dAY.eneeeeiee e Veljep cat
15th dAY.ence e Ljujcan
IS4 1o = Junluj camé
L2 g 1o - Capljuj kij
=140 1o =) U Oxeljuj anil
RS 11 g e F= Y PN Jun toj

20th Y. e e s Kiep tz'i

FIFTH MONTH

ST AAY i e e Uxip batz
2N AAY.ciniiiiiiiiier e e e e e aeaa s Kijap e

K] o o £ )V RSO PPR PRI Jop aj

ATN dAY.uuiiieiiiieici e e e e e ea s Guaquip ix
BN AAY.uueeiiie e Ucup tziquin
BN AAY.uuiiiii i e Guaxquip ajmac
ZEN QY. e Veljep noj
BN AAY.uuiiiiiiiiee e Ljuj tijax

S 11 0 e = | N Junluj kaguc
LI 01 1 = U Capljuj ajpu
1L 4 1o = N Oxlujuj imox
L2 1o = 1 Juni

LS 4 0 e F= /N Kiep abal
L34 o o = Y N Uxip cat
=) 4 0 1o F= /N Kijap can
LS e = Jop camé
LI 4 3 e E= /N Guaquip kij
L= 4 0 1o F= /N Ucup anil
LS4 e = /R Guaxquip toj
20T dAY...iiiiiiieei e era s Veljep tz'i

SIXTH MONTH

LES 10 £}V PRSPPI Ljuj batz

24 o Lo o b= )V APPSR Junuljuj e
1G] o o = | A Capljuj aj
8 { o W = | Oxeljuj ix
L) 4 g 1o = ) Jun tziquin
Bth dAY..ce e Kiep ajmac

741 2 1o - )/ Uxip noj
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Bth dAY..cu e Kiap tijax

Oth dAY..en e s Jop kaguc
L1014 0 1o =)V AN Guaquip ajpu
I o g e B Y Ucup imox
124 g o - Y Guaxquip i
IS 14 g W £ Y AN Veljep abal
78 4 g e £ Y Ljuj cat

15th daY.cen e, Junuljuj can
LS e = N Capljuj camé
A1 2 1o F= /PN Oxeljuj kij
T8th daY e eee e Jun anil

TOth daY. e e eee e Kiep toj

20Th dAY..eieeierii i e Uxip tz'i

SEVENTH MONTH

TS AAY. e Kiep batz

24 o Lo o b= )V AP Jope

K] (o o £- )V PSPPI Guaquip aj
ATN dAY..uieieeii e e eer e Ucup ix

BEh daY.ce e e Guaxquip tziquin
BEh dAY.ceeeii i e Veljep ajmac
JEN Y e e e Ljuj noj

Bth daY.ce i e Junuljuj tijax
Oth dAY.ceeii it e eeees Capljuj kaguc
TOth daY. e e eeee e e ee e Oxeljuj ajpu
TN dAY. e Junimox

L7 g I o = Kiep i

T3t day.ce i Uxip abal

TN daY.ceiin i Kiap cat

T5th Ay e e Jop can

LS4 e = Guaquip camé
T7th daY. e Ucup kij

T8th day.ccueie i Guaxquip anil
TOth day.ccue e e Veljep toj

20th dAY..e e et Ljujtz'i
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EIGHTH MONTH

1S dAY.. e Junuljuj batz
2N Y.t e Capljuje

Brd dAY.ee e et Oxeljuju aj

8 | o W = | N Jun ix

Bth day.ce e Kiep tziquin
BN dAY. e e Uxip ajmac

TEN Y. e Kiap noj

Bth daY. e e Jop tijax

Oth dAY. e e Guaquip kaguc
TOth daY.ceeeeie et ee e Ucup ajpu
TIth dAY. e et e ee e Guaxquip imox
T2th dAY.ceueeieiniiiieii e Veljep i

T3th day.ceuee e Ljuj abal

TAth day.ccueieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeece e Junuljuj cat
T5th day.ccueeieiiiiiieiicc Capljuj can
TOth daY. e e vea e Oxlujuj camé
T7th Y. et e Jun Kij

T8th daY i e e Kiep anil

TOth daY.ceuee i Uxip toj

20TN dAY..uiniiiieeiieeeee e Kijap tz'i

1St AAY.ciniiiiiiieiice e Junuljuj batz
2N Y.ttt e e Capljuje

K] (o o £ )V PP TP Oxeljuju aj

AN dAY..eieeeeieeee e Jun ix

Bth day...eeeeeeee e e Kiep tziquin
Bth dAY.ce e e Uxip ajmac

JEN Y. e Kiap noj

Bth daY.ce e Jop tijax

Oth daAY.eeeeeeeeer e eee e Guaquip kaguc
TOth dAY.ceueieeiieiee ettt e eeeaes Ucup ajpu
TTth dAY.ceeeee e e Guaxquip imox
T2th dAY.ceueieeiiiiee et eeeaaaes Veljep i

T3th daY et Ljuj abal
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TAth day.ccue e, Junuljuj cat
TOth day.ceueee e, Capljuj can
TOth day.ccuiie e Oxlujuj camé
T7th day. e Jun kij

T8th day.ccuie e Kiep anil
TOth day..ccui e Uxip toj

20th dAY..eeeeeeeeeeeeeiee e e Kijap tz'i

TENTH MONTH

LR 1 0 £V PSR PPPPP Capljuj batz
2nd day .............................................................. Oxe[juj e

Brd dAY..eeeeeiiiieieii e Jun aj

8 { o W = | RS Kiep ix

BEN Ay i e Uxip tziquin
(S0 g 1o = )Y Kijap ajmac
41 g 1o - ) Jop noj

Bth daY.ceee i e Guaquip tijax
Oth dAY.ceeee et eeaeeees Ucup kaguc
TOth daY.ceeeeii e eeee e e ee e Guaxquip ajpu
TIth dAY. e e e ee e Veljep imox
12th day..ccceeiiiiiiiieeeee Ljuj i

T3th daY e Junuljuj abal
TATh dAY.ceueie e e e e Capljuj cat
T5th daY.ceee it Oxelujuj can
TOth daY.ceueeii it Jun camé
T7th daY. e Kiep kij

T8t day.ceiieieiii e Uxip anil
TOth day.ce i e Kiap toj

20th dAy..ee i e e Jop tz'i

ELEVENTH MONTH

1S dAY. e Guaquip batz
2NA dAY.ceueniiiiiii i Ucup e

K] (o o £ )V PR PPRPPIN Guaxquip aj
ATN dAY.euieeieeieeeiee e Veljep ix

Bth daY.ce e Ljuj tziquin
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Bth day... e Junuljuj ajmac
TEN Y e e Capljuj noj
Bth daY.ce i Oxeljuj tijax
Oth dAY.ce e Jun kaguc
TOth dAY.ceueeeeiiieee et e Kiep ajpu

TIth daY. e Uxip imox
T2th dAY.ceueeeecieee et Kiap i

T3th day.ceue e Jop abal

TAth daY.ceu e e, Guaquip cat
T5th day..c.ceiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Ucup can
T6th day..cueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic Guaxquip camé
T7th daY.eeeeeiiiiiiiiiiii e Veljep kij

18t dAY..c.eevevieeeeeeeereieiee ettt Ljuj anil

TOth daY..cuuuniiiiiiiiiiiiicin Junuljuj toj
20th day...couveiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiii e, Capljuj tz'f

TS AAY. e e e Oxeljuj batz
2N Y.ttt e e e e eeas June

Brd dAY..eeeeeiieie e Kiep aj

AN dAY..eeeiiieiiieeeece e Uxip ix

5th day...cieeeeiiiiiiiii e, Kijap tziquin
Bth day....oiieeeeiiiiiiii Jop ajmac
Zth day.eeoeeeeiiiiieiiii e Guaquip noj
Bth day....oiiieeiiiiiiii Ucup tijax
Oth dAY.ce et Guaxquip kaguc
TOth dAY.ceueieeiieiee ettt e eeeaes Veljep ajpu
TIth daY. et Ljujimox
T2th dAY.ceueeeei it eeeaaaes Junuljuj i
T3th day. et Capljuj abal
TAth daY.ceue et Oxeljuj cat
Tth day. e e Jun can
TOh dAY.ceueieiiiieeeiceeee et e eeaes Kiep camé
T7th daY. e Uxip kij

T8th day.ceueieeee e e Kiap anil
TOth day.ceue e e Jop toj

20th dAY..e e et Guaquip tz'f
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THIRTEENTH MONTH

K1 0o = | Ucup batz

D24 g 1o I £ )Y A Guaxquip e

K] o le £ )Y Veljep aj

Ath day.ce e e Ljuj ix

Bth Ay s Junuljuj tziquin
BTh day..ciiniieei e e e e Capljuj ajmac
ZEN dAY. e e e e Oxeljuj noj

BIh day..euiiuiieiii e e Jun tijax

S 11 g o =Y A PO PP PR Kiep kaguc
TOth daY.ceeiieiniiere e e e Oxip ajpu

TN dAY. e Kiap imox
T2t dAY. e e Jopi

T3t daY. e Guaxquip abal
TN dAY.ceien i Ucup cat

T5tN dAY. e e Guaxquip can
1Bt dAY.ceeiiiiieee e Veljep camé
17t Ay s Ljuj kij

=10 1o =) Junuljuj anil

LS 140 1o - Capljuj toj
20th dAY..enie e e Oxelujuj tz'f

As can be seen, the 20 day names are combined with the
ordinals from the firstto the thirteenth and then repeated to form
a series of combinations that make up thirteen months of 20
days each. If one looks for a repeated combination, it is not
possible to find one: the cycle begins again with jun batz at the
start of a new year.

Joyabaj, August 26th, 1968.



26

Editor's Notes:

Coch, an apocope of coche (a colloquial term for pig in Guatemala and
other parts of Mesoamerica). In the K’iche’ language, there is a word to
refer to the pig: ak, undoubtedly used pre-Alvaradian times to designate
the "wild pig" — jagtiilla in one of the Guatemalan variants, identical to
the South American peccary.

The K’iche’ text from Joyabaj that has been transcribed is clearly modern,
as indicated by the use of the letter y and the Spanish alphabet. Most of
the words belong to the K’iche’ language or its dialectal forms, but, for
example, imox — woman, which appears in the calendar, comes from
Kaqgchikel (in K’iche’: ixok). The concept of horse also appears, referred
to as kij in the Joyabaj dialect (originally kiej), which previously
designated the deer; and for deer, they use the Mexican word mzat
(mazatl). Likewise, the influence of Nahuatlisms in the Spanish
translation is notable — terms that came to what is now Guatemala
before and during the Spanish conquest: temascal, for tuj; tacuazin, for
guch (vuch).

This Joyabaj calendar is the same as the K’iche’ religious calendar and is
a legacy of the Maya Tzolk’in. In Maya and the derived calendars (Aztec,
K’iche’), the months have proper names.

The numbers of the days range from one to thirteen (1 to 13), forming a
"week", although it is not like the Western calendar, which consists of
several weeks. Below are the numbers, with the non-dialectal K’iche’
forms in parentheses: taj — zero; kiep, uxip (oxip), kijap (kilep), jop,
guaquip, ucup (gucup), guaxquip (guaxaquip), veljep (belejeb), ljuj (lajuj),
junuljuj (jun lajuj), capljuj (cab lajuj), oxeljuj (ox lajuj). Then the sequence
repeats. (There is no consensus among K’iche’ scholars regarding the
spelling.)

The names of the twenty days are: batz, monkey; e, acceptance; aj, reed,
stick, cane field; ix, breath, essence of life; tziquin, bird; ajmak, sinner;
noj (nooj), genius, idea; tijax, ---; kaguc (kwoc), difficulty, dispute; ajpu,
blowgunner; imox, woman (in Kaqgchikel), (according to Don Adrian
Chavez: left-handed, madness, in K’iche’); i/, wind, suffocation (ik in
K’iche’, ig in Maya; could also be an apocope of /c, moon); abal, dawn
(akbal in Maya, agabal in K’iche’); cat, fire; can, serpent - fierce, yellow;
camé, dead; kij (kiej), deer, day, time, sun; anil (ganil), semen, yellowing,
vigor of the maize; toj, rain, plea, harvest; tz’i, dog, cooked maize. Then
they repeat.

In the “K’iche’-Spanish Dictionary” by Professor Juan de Ledn, tijax is
translated as flint (Ajau Tijax: god or lord of the flints). Kaguc could be an
apocope of Caj Guak: four eagles (the Southern Cross); but caj bal is
cross and guc (kuk in Maya) is quetzal, not eagle.
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