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Caribba ns in Centl America

A few years before the end of the 18th
century, the Central American Caribbean cost
received the black caribbeans, deported by the
English. After a long voyage, 2026 (664
men, 720 women, and 643 children)
Caribbeans were abandoned at Roatan (Bay
Islands, Honduras)’ on april 12, 1797. Shortly
after, they moved to the mainland and
dispersed along the Central America coast.

The coast was a refuge for French blacks from
Santo Domingo® (Houdaille:1954, La
Gaceta:05.17:1797) who joined other blacks*
living in the area. Here the Spain crown was
not consolidated in the face of the English
siege and the impassable environment. Their
presence was reduced to towers such as San
Felipe de Lara (in Lake Izabal, Guatemala)
and fortifications such as Tryjillo and Omoa
(Honduras). The Caribbean proved to be key
in the defense of strategic points.

Their arrival in Trujillo and the beginning of
their dispersion was not long after. By 1802
they are found as far as Indian Town (later
known as Stann Creek -and later as
Dangriga-) and Livingston (Arrivillaga: |
988a:42), and near the Mosquitia Hondureiia,
on the Patuca River (Beaucage:1970:57). The
structure of this mobilization presents a
series of characteristics: Family units
(parents, siblings, uncles, wife [or] sons, nieces
and nephews, and relatives), who move under the
command of a head of the family. Mobility (by

To the labugana people

locating privileged coastal sites for fishing,
trade, smuggling, or in towns or anchorages
that gave them work on the docks, or in
timber cutting), whose logic was based on
subsistence.

Their leading role in a Captaincy
convulsed by the independence and during
the first years of the republican life took its
toll later, and many had to seek refuge in
Belize, which remained on the sidelines of the
revolts. Settlememts are consolidated that will
last, others will be ephemeral, marked by the
dynamics of the nearby towns. In the words
of Gonzilez (1988:58), “always at the
slightest disagreement, they decided to
change from one place to another 7,
movements that point to the consolidation of
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I It should read ahari, not gubida, which only exists
at the moment of possession. As Gerardo Ellington
would say, “‘what happens is that you lik e the way
it sounds”. This and other critical observations 1
thank to Ellington, Salvador Suazo and German
Francisco, wise connoisseurs of their people.

2  The structure of the group was modified due to the
epidemic suffered , “there were more women
than men, no eldery people, and opl three minor
children (Gonzales: 1986:402) *'. Most of the women

procreated the year of there arrival.
3 AGCA Sig. A2-1 Exp. 2265 Leg. 120 Fol. 43.

Date September 12, 1796. “Notice  the
arrival o blad assistants from Santo
Domingo™.

4 Palma (1974) presents the complex panorama of
the blac k (mullato, sambo, pardo, ladino, french,
etc.) in interethnic relations in 17th century
Guatemala.
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their ethnic territory (Arrivillaga:1992:102).
The lack of power on the part of the
crown helped them to continue to develop a
sense of autonomy.

0f bosses and lea, ders

Given that most of the deportees iwere

teenagers and that the military
structure  involves leadership and
verticality, some rivalry must have
existed. For Gonzalez (1988: 48), this
structure of residentally sep & ted

groups, led by inherited le, ders from San
Vicente, must have been transferred to
Central America. La Gaceta in relation to the
visit of D. José Rossi and Rubi, referring
to the Carribeans who arrived, presented a
statement by one of the leaders ra med
Jack: “I dor’'t rule on behalf of anyone:
I’m not English, neiher Frend ,orSpanih ,
or want to be any p It ese: I’m a Caribbean,
a Caribbean without subjection, I don't
want to be dt erwise, or want to have more
(La Gaceta: 26:06:1797:167).”

It is preserved in the memory of the
Garinagu, other outstanding cha B cters in
the miliary rebted to this period (they
already brought heroes, Vincentd, n warriors
and then others will come). Pedro
Gutiérrez, a chamcter recognized by the
Honduman s@ te for his exploits in comm nd of
the Olancho W ta lion, fought successfully in
Tegucigalpa in 1812 (Gonzilez: 1988:
56). Juan  Bulnes “Walumugu ”, one of
the great soldiers of Morazan, descendant of
Satuye. = A soldier named = Monteros
who,according to the oral tmadition,

participates as a member of the platoon
that shot Filibustero William Walker
(Lopez: 1994). These cha m cters and the

strength of their actions as a whole were
key to the recognition of their mil& ry role
in the defense of the interests of the crown.
In the last yea.rs of our ch & cter, within the
framework of the Liberal Revolution
( 1871 ), many Caribbean people, at the
time called morenos, remained associated
with the army. This will be benefica |, since
it will allow them to expedite knd
legalizations, or put pressure ond isuits, but
it will also mean the loss of precious
commung, | possessions.

-

Aerial Photograph of the mouth of the Dulce River
and the Port of Livingston. National Geographic
Institute, Guatemala.

Their role as soldiers allows them to play
certain roles in the correlations of power, and
in future negotiation processes. There are lis_fg,
as in other news that make allusion to soldiérs;
captains and Caribbean lieutenants (L%
Gaceta: 18:06: 1799). The belief system als®
played an important role. This must ha¥e
conditioned elements of their
organization and the Auyei priests began
to play an important role. Becausenit
was believed that these places were inhabited
by evil spirits (from the mountain, beach,isea)
called mafia starting in the 19th century. _omse
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The Diaspora

Most  ethnographers  (Taylor ;
Cohelo: 1995: 19, 47; Holm: ;
who have worked with the

noted with interest the dispersio _
Conzemius in 1928 traced as far
Costa Rica. But it was the
Davidson (1974) and :
(1988) that focused on the temporalit)I'10 0
settlements and the historica
framework. The garinagn (Flores:1979
Centeno:1996; Lopez: 1994.sf; Cayetane




1990) meanwhile, they show an interest in
the various acts of settlement along the
coast. They emphasize as a core of
collective memory the remembrance of the
founders or those who promoted the
settlement.

Gonzalez (1995:402) shows that the
census conducted upon their arrival lists 31
chiefs, who likely formed groups averaging
58 people. In my view, three or four dispersal
cores must have formed from Trujillo, led in
turn by different subgroups who initiated the
first settlements, acting as bases for
expansion and retraction to other locations:
Livingston-Stann Creek (Guatemala-Belice);
the Lower Coast (Departaments of Tela
and Atlantida), adjacent to Trujillo; and the
Upper Coast (Departaments of Colon and
Gracias a Dios) heading toward the
Mosquitia border. The latter group moved on
to populate Pearl Lagoon in Nicaragua.

Settiements Acts

The lands towards the Patuca River, Upper
Coast, were reportedly granted to Juan Bulnes,
who appointed committees in Aguan and
Bataya (Lopez:sfi43). The first wave
corresponds to the Vincentian generation and
took place in 1804. They established Iriona,
by Barimanare; Cosuna and Punta Piedra
the brothers, Sana y Bregal, Aguan by a man
named Arriola, and Limon by Diriga y
Yurina (Centeno: 1996:56). Then the

Main Street
of the Portof
Livingston, at
the end of the

19th Century. Brigham
AM. William T
Guatemala The Land
of the Querzal. 1887,
London.

settlements of the first generation of
descendants occur. Sangrelaya was founded
by two brothers, one of whom was
remembered as Juan Sambula. Later, the
Velasquez and Centeno families arrived.
Sambula and Velasquez later moved to Pearl
Lagoon. In Bataya, Calixto Martinez
promoted the settlement. In Old Tocamacho,
a man named Sabio, and in Plaplaya the most
recent (and most distant from the Honduran
coast), Francisco Creen of Cosuna
(Centeno: 1996:57). Ciriboya José Marin
vargas, from Trujillo. Between Cosuna and
Punta Piedra, Calixto Avila, attempted to
settle Punta Urraco, but it failed (Centeno:
1996:59).

On the Lower Coast, Guadalupe iwas
founded by Julidn Diego from Truyjillo;
Sambo Creek by people from Punta Piedra;
and Rio Esteban by people from Cayos
Cochinos after losing their lands in 1823.
Corozal was founded by Manuel Cayetano
from San Antonio in 1864 (Lopez:
sf:53-56); Rio Tinto by Andrés Harry, Juan
Mejia, FEvaristo (surname unknown) and
Siriaco Ramos in 1870, according to
Guadalupe Bonilla, Harry’s granddaughter.
The hamlet Tres Cocos was founded by her
father Victoriano Bonilla, while the place
known as Fingarugu was established by
Obispo Mejia (Lopez:sf:70). Gonzélez states
that Chief  Babiar, commanded three
hundred Caribbeans in a place called
Campamento, near Trujillo (1988:62).
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Stann Creek in Belize, with early
occupation driven by timber cutting,
remembers among its key settlers Alejo

Benni, who arrived on November 19, 1832,
from Roatan with 28 adults and several children.
Apparently, Benni held a high position in the
army commanded by Satuye (Cayetano:
1990:23). Barranco was founded in the early
19th century by Santiago Avilez, attracted by
the abundance of turtle hunting. Some
mestizos settled in the mid-19th century in
what 1s now known as “Pueblo Espaiiol”,
which they inhabited until 1924. In Seine
Bight, Emanuel “Walpy” Moreira, his wife,
and his brother Ubaldo settled in 1869 . Two
more groups followed them, one led by Juan
Martinez in the southern part known as el
Santuario and Mateo Augustine in the north
in the place known as Villa de Agustine
(Bradley:1973).

After the abolition of slavery was decreed
by the Guatemalan government in 1823, the
number of escaping slaves increased. From
Belize, many escaped into Petén territory in
search of freedom. In 1824, 100 Black
people settled in San Benito, adding to
those already living in the area since 1805
(National Geographic Dictionary: 1983:241:
[II). Father Gonzalez almost half a century
after San Benito points out, “ its

inhabitants are divided into Bladk criollos
and Bladc who came from Belize, they spedk
Spanish  with some difficulty, imperfect
English, and have not forgotten their own
language (Garifuna, what else?). They enjoy
music but dislike mixing with the people
from Petén” (Gonzales: 1867). Based on this
language observation, it is likely they were
Caribbeans. If so, this must have been the
deepest inland settlement on the continent.
Such isolation led to a rapid loss of identity,
although the memory of the “Bladc race”
remains alive among their descendants.

Migration to Pearl Lagoon in Nicaragua
became significant especially after the
division of the Honduran-Nicaragudn
Mosquitia region, intensifying around 1870.
Workers who went to the sawmills and
maintained semi-permanent  residences
joined Joseph Sambola (originally from
Sangrelaya) and founded San Vicente, in
remembrance of their old homeland.
No leadership status is noted for the
Sambulas in their migration to Sangrelaya
but in Nicaragua, it i1s evident. In 1896
Honduran Lino Ldpez settled in Santa Fé
(CIDCA:1982). In 1907 Justo Point was
established (founded on the former Elbo
Point) led by the Velasquez and Zenon
families  from Tocamacho and Iriona
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Women
Garifuna in
the interior o f
a house, &,
gratin g

Yucca br the
elaboration o f
the Cazabe.
Brigham
A.M. William'
T Guatemélé
The Land the
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1887, Londem.




An elderly Gaff una
man mak ing a ruguma,
tosqueezethegrated
yucca. Brigham A.M.
William T Guatemala
The Land of the Quet:zal.
1887, London.

family from San Vicente and . Belize
(Holm 1978:419, cited by CIDCA: 1982).
Between 1880 and 1929, 16 families arrived in
Pearl Lagoon, representing three generations
from Honduras, Guatemala, and Belize
(Davidson: 1978:38). Tomas Estrada from
Stann Creek is remembered as an active figure
in consolidating these settlements. Migrations
ceased in 1910, although since 1906 they had
become difficult due to border crossing issues.
The same happened in Guatemala (with its
Honduran and Belizean borders) fifty years
later (Arrivillaga:1992:104).

The most recent relocation for settlement
was triggered by a repressive act suffered by the
garinagu during the Honduran dictatorship of
Tiburcio Carias Andino (1932-1945). After
multiple conspiracies, on June 19, 1937, in San
Juan (adjacent to Tela, Honduras), the army
massacred most of the adult male population.
With the help of a naval captain, the women
and children escaped to Belize and founded the

village of Hopkins (Cayetano: 1990:25,
Flores 1979:41, Ldpez: 1994, Cohelo:
1995 :48). The dynamics of the event meant

that the population, in this case, followed an
endogamous model. Foster (1988:238) notes
that elders refer to it as dguyuguarutuwa (we
repeat or return in marriage) , referencing how
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(Honduras), (personal communication: Rosy
Soley: 1985). Orinoco.? was founded in 1920
(though some claim 1915) by the Sambula

most of its members were related. In a way,
this was also common in other settlements.

As a result of the cariista repression
suffered by the Hobduran Garinagi, some

unions in Stann Creek, Livingston and
Nicaragua went on work stoppages
(Centeno: 1996:51). In Guatemala and

Nicaragua, the dictatorships struck facing the
Pacific side, but the threat of repression
remained. Belize followed a different path.
With the arrival of banana disease (Sigatoka)
in 1936, many Garinaga were forced to
abandon their settlements. In their place
emerged La Ceiba, Puerto Castilla, Tela, and
El Progreso. The decline of one port to the
benefit of another also affected Livingston
when 1t ceded its primacy to Puerto Barrios.
Between the World Wars, a wave of
migration to the United States began, which
would later become recurrent.

Gulfuiyumu

The various points of the Amatique Bay
where the Garinagu settled, collectively
referred to as Gulfuiyumu, are: Punta Gorda,
Barranco, La Guaira, Manabique, Punta

Yo

5 Arawak toponymy, as well as La Guaira, in
Amatique Bay.
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Palma, Baltimore, Rio Salado, Ensenada
San Juan, Sarstun, Cocoli, Queweche, y
Labuga (Livingston). Regarding their route
upon arrival, if they arrived by sea (most
likely), and considering the hydrodynamic
forces of the bay, it is probable they were
pushed toward Punta Gorda or Barranco®
after passing Punta de Manabique. Oral tradition
says they came larigui weyu, behind the sun.
Their role in defending the area must have
been crucial, as they also settled within -
unusually - the golfo dulce in; Jocolo, San
Felipe, and Chocon.

A few years after their arrival (1799), the
Audiencia asked the commander of Trujillo to
“relocate some of the Blad:i families left
behind by the British on Roatin Island,
originally from a French colony, to the

\\;//
6 The Bay of Amatique of 54160.8 ha (starting
an imaginary line that runs from Punta de
Manabique to the mouth of the Sarstun River),
receives the discharge of the Sarstun and Dulce
rivers; the Motagua drains to the Caribbean.
The pattern of coastal currents have
contributed to the development of Punta de
Manabique, a coastal sand barrier that
extends in a SE-NW direction. The discharge
of the rivers, the dominant winds (NNE) and the
effect of the tides modulate the circulation of the
estuarine system, and follows an anticyclonic
pattern that begins at the mouth of the Sarstun
and closes the circuit at the Punta de
Manabique, forced by the coastal sand barrier
(Expomex: 1993: 12).
7 A tributary of the river Dulce, close to the Golfete
area.
8 Term to refer in Garifuna to the native “labuga”
(Livingston).
9 In 1979 (53) establishes the event in 1806, and
later  (1999) indicates it for  1804.
10 At the end of the seventies, in the framework of
the San Isidro Labrador feast, two
mimeographed sheets with texts by Martinez (sf),
and Sénchez (1977). The latter identifies himself
as great-grandson of Marcos Sanchez Diaz. Both
are based on variants of the oral tradition, but their
erudition and handling of sources can be

recognized.
11 The text (Sanchez:1977) is somewhat confusing,
since it then points to October 13, 1805, but it is not

clear if it is one of the many resettlements.

fortresses of the Gulf, selecting those fit
for agriculture and military service to
serve in the batteries of the Motagua
River (Palma:1974:40).” If this happened
their continued presence in Gulfuiyuma
must have been earlier than previously
imagined.  Gonzilez (1988:57, AGC&
B1.141 8 526/596), indicates that Pedrs
Gregorio and other Caribbeans were il
charge of the San Felipe fort in 18195
Haefkens (1961) said they arrived in 1828,
and Dunn (1960) two years later confirmed:
“The fort, however, consisted only of fa
ruined wall defended by about twenty
Caribbean soldiers living there *with
their families..” (Dunn: 1960:31). " Theit
presence was key for many more yeanst
Brigham (1887:24) names a Caribbean,
Luciano Cayetano, as captain of the id®e
Chocon

Labuga anl Marcos Sanchez Diaz

It 1s still fresh in the memory of the los
labugana,® and the elders of the coast thatgue
the founder of Labuga was Marcoshes
Sanchez Diaz in 18 02. This fact “visrsas
recorded in various monographs, thoughecss
they differ regarding the year of arrival,$i&
the most common being 1804 (Taylefisck:
1951, Cohelo: 1995 :46, Gullik27%
1976:29, Holm: 1978:26, Cayetane:gue
1990:27). According to GonzaleZ>3%.
(1986:353), this discrepancy arises fromdes
interpretations of Kelsey and Osbomigde ==
account (1939), which names Sdnchezgue
Diaz as the founder. Two years prior, thiScss
had already been reported in Carrillo’Swms
book (1937), clearly influencing offi
sources such as the Diccionarios
Geografico Nacional de Guatem
(1981:522:2).  His arrival is a wi
known fact preserved through
tradition (songs, stories). It is evidentsh
this event reached written sources thron
multiple paths. Arrivillaga (1988b:1
places it in 1802, based on oral
testimonies. We summarize the account
based on the narratives of Martinez {1+
and Sanchez (1977) :

“On February 2, 1802, Marco

Sanchez anG his group of Blae
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